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Genetics Society of AustralAsia 2026 Student Research Grant Scheme 


The Genetics Society of AustralAsia (GSA) is pleased to announce our 2026 Student Research Grant Scheme in conjunction with Illumina and the Ramaciotti Centre for Genomics, Australia and Decode Science and Bioeconomy Science Institute - AgResearch Group, Aotearoa New Zealand. Researchers with innovative projects are invited to submit a 700-word application outlining how next generation sequencing can be utilised to advance their research. 

The winner of the Ramaciotti Centre for Genomics – Illumina Award (for students at an Australian Institution) will receive an Illumina NovaSeq X Series 300 cycle 1.5B flowcell and library construction (choose either WGS prep of up to 24 samples OR Total RNA-seq of up to 16 samples OR mRNA-seq of up to 24 samples). The winner of the AgResearch – Decode Science Award (for students at Institutions in Aotearoa New Zealand or other Asia-Pacific countries) will receive an MGI App-D T1+ FCL PE150 flowcell and library construction (choose either WGS prep of up to 24 samples OR Total RNA-seq of up to 16 samples OR mRNA-seq of up to 24 samples). 

Submit your entry by completing this application form and emailing it to GSA@asnevents.net.au with the subject heading “GSA Student Grant”. Terms and conditions apply. 

Terms & Conditions
• Applicants must complete the application form in full. 
• Applications close on 5th October 2026 at 11:59pm AEST. Late submissions will not be considered. 
• For The Ramaciotti Centre for Genomics – Illumina Award, the successful recipient will receive sequencing data from an Illumina NovaSeq X Series 1.5B 300 cycle flowcell and can utilise Ramaciotti Centre’s library prep service free of charge. Library prep kit options available: Illumina DNA Prep (M) Tagmentation (up to 24 samples - part 20060060) OR Illumina Rapid Total RNA Prep (S) Tagmentation (16 samples - part 20158823) OR Illumina Ribo-Zero rRNA Depletion Kit (16 samples - part 20040526; note available for only some species). Purified DNA or RNA must be submitted, as applicable per prep option. All samples or libraries submitted for the sequencing run must be submitted in a single batch and conform with Ramaciotti Centre for Genomics submission guidelines. 
• For The AgResearch – Decode Science Award, the successful recipient will receive sequencing data from an MGI App-D T1+ FCL PE150 flowcell and can utilise AgResearch’s library prep service free of charge. Library prep kit options will enable WGS prep of up to 24 samples OR Total RNA-seq of up to 16 samples OR mRNA-seq of up to 24 samples. Purified DNA or RNA must be submitted, as applicable per prep option. All samples or libraries submitted for the sequencing run must be submitted in a single batch and conform with AgResearch’s submission guidelines.
• The sequencing kit can also be used for a submission of a user-prepared library pool. 
• DNA/RNA samples or libraries must be submitted and pass quality check before 1st of March 2027. 
• This grant is only open to postgraduate students enrolled in Australasian institutions and that hold current GSA membership. 
• The grant is for research only and cannot be used for commercial or clinical purposes. 
•Applications will be reviewed by a panel of GSA, Ramaciotti Centre and AgResearch representatives. 
• The winners will be announced on social media including the GSA website, Facebook and BlueSky and will be encouraged to present their research at the annual GSA conference.
• The successful applicant for each Award agrees to have their name and the purpose of the grant made public. 
• Applicants agree to being contacted by GSA, Ramaciotti Centre for Genomics, AgResearch and/or Decode Science for marketing purposes.
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Name:	

Institution:    	

Institution Address:

Supervisor(s):

Email:

Please write your initials to confirm you are a current GSA member: 

I am applying for (delete one):

           The Ramaciotti Centre for Genomics – Illumina Award
(for students at an Australian Institution)

The AgResearch – Decode Science Award 
(for students at Institutions in Aotearoa New Zealand or other Asia-Pacific countries)
           
Postgraduate Project Summary (250 word limit excluding references):



How will this grant be used? (250 word limit excluding references, please outline sample numbers and technical plan, images may be included):



Why is your research important to the genetics community? (200 word limit)






	We ask for the following basic information about ethics and permitting, to ensure that the project can be completed within the required timeframe for the grant (see grant conditions above for further details). Projects utilising samples that cannot be collected / permitted in the required timeframe should be submitted in next year’s grant round.

	Approval information
	Animal subjects: Yes/No
	Human participants: Yes/No
	Additional research permit requirements*:
Yes/No

	Is animal/human ethics approval required?
	
	
	

	Has ethics approval been sought? (N/A if no ethics approval required)
	
	
	

	Has ethics approval been obtained? (N/A if no ethics approval required) If not, please state the expected date of approval.
	
	
	

	Is a sample collection permit required? (N/A if no collection permit required)
	
	
	

	Has collection permit approval been sought? (N/A if no collection permit required)
	
	
	

	Has collection approval been obtained? (N/A if no collection permit required) If not, please state the expected date of approval.
	
	
	



*for example, an Australian Government Listed Species and Ecological Community Permit, a New Zealand Department of Conservation Research or Collection Authorisation, a CITES permit, etc.
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